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Management and
Maintenance Exam 70-688:
ExamFocus Study Notes,
Review Questions, and 2013
Perspectives
The Microsoft Certified Solutions Associate (MCSA) Windows 8
Management and Maintenance certification, specifically exam
70-688, was a significant milestone for IT professionals seeking to
demonstrate their expertise in Windows 8 administration. This
article delves into the intricacies of preparing for this exam,
focusing on the value of resources like ExamFocus study notes and
review questions, particularly those relevant to the 2013
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timeframe. We'll explore key exam topics, study strategies, and
the lasting relevance of this knowledge even in the context of later
Windows versions. Key areas we'll cover include Windows 8
troubleshooting, Group Policy management, deployment
strategies, system maintenance, and performance
monitoring.

Understanding the 70-688 Exam and its
Relevance
Exam 70-688, "Installing and Configuring Windows 8," tested
candidates' ability to deploy, configure, and maintain Windows 8
operating systems. While Windows 8 itself is no longer widely
deployed in enterprise settings, the fundamental concepts covered
remain highly relevant. The skills acquired – particularly in areas
like troubleshooting, system optimization, and security – are
transferable and invaluable for administrators managing Windows
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10, Windows Server, and even cloud environments. ExamFocus
study notes from 2013, while slightly dated in terms of specific GUI
elements, offer a strong foundation in these core concepts.

ExamFocus Study Notes: A 2013
Retrospective
ExamFocus study materials, including the 2013 notes for 70-688,
likely provided a structured approach to the exam. These notes
probably covered key areas such as:

Deployment Methods: Understanding different
deployment options, including in-place upgrades, clean
installations, and automated deployment technologies. The
core principles remain relevant even with newer deployment
tools.
Windows 8 Features: A thorough understanding of
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Windows 8 features, including user account management,
network configuration, and device management. Although
the interface changed, the underlying functionalities remain
largely similar.
Troubleshooting Techniques: Mastering troubleshooting
methodologies for common Windows 8 issues, including boot
problems, application failures, and network connectivity
problems. These troubleshooting skills are universally
applicable.
Group Policy Management: Effective use of Group Policy
to manage user settings, security policies, and software
deployment. Group Policy is a cornerstone of Windows
administration and its principles are timeless.
Performance Monitoring and Optimization: Utilizing
performance monitoring tools to identify bottlenecks and
optimize system performance. This crucial skill applies
across all versions of Windows.
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Practical Application and Transferable
Skills
While the 70-688 exam is no longer offered, the knowledge gained
remains highly valuable. The skills acquired through studying for
this exam translate directly into practical applications in modern IT
environments. For example, expertise in:

Troubleshooting techniques: Directly benefits
administrators troubleshooting Windows 10 or server issues.
Group Policy management: Remains essential for
managing large-scale deployments and enforcing security
policies.
System maintenance: Is crucial for maintaining system
health and preventing downtime in any environment.
Deployment strategies: Provides a foundation for
understanding modern deployment methods, including MDT
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and SCCM.

Utilizing Review Questions for Effective
Study
Review questions, especially those provided by ExamFocus or
similar resources, were (and remain) critical components of exam
preparation. These questions:

Identify knowledge gaps: By testing your understanding
of specific concepts.
Reinforce learning: Through repetition and application of
the material.
Simulate exam conditions: Helping you to manage time
effectively and reduce exam-day anxiety.
Provide feedback: By highlighting areas where further
study is needed.
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Even though the specific questions from 2013 ExamFocus
materials may not perfectly reflect the current versions of
Windows, the underlying concepts tested remain fundamentally
relevant. Using these review questions as a starting point and
adapting them to later versions of Windows can still prove highly
beneficial for learning.

Conclusion
The MCSA Windows 8 Management and Maintenance exam
(70-688) and associated study materials, such as ExamFocus notes
and review questions from 2013, offered a strong foundation in
Windows administration. Although the specific exam is obsolete,
the underlying skills and concepts remain highly relevant and
transferable to modern IT environments. Understanding
deployment strategies, troubleshooting techniques, Group Policy
management, and performance optimization is crucial for any IT
professional. By focusing on the core principles rather than specific
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interface elements, individuals can leverage older study materials
to build a strong foundation in Windows administration and
maintain a competitive edge in today's IT landscape.

FAQ
Q1: Are ExamFocus study notes for 70-688 still useful
today?

A1: While the specific details of the Windows 8 interface are
outdated, the core concepts covered in ExamFocus study notes for
70-688 remain incredibly valuable. Focus on understanding the
underlying principles of deployment, configuration,
troubleshooting, and management. These skills are transferable to
newer Windows versions and other operating systems.

Q2: Where can I find similar resources for current Windows
versions?
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A2: Microsoft provides official learning paths and training
resources for current Windows versions. Third-party vendors like
MeasureUp, ExamTopics, and others offer practice exams and
study guides aligned with current Microsoft certification exams.

Q3: What are the most important concepts covered in
70-688 that remain relevant?

A3: Group Policy management, troubleshooting techniques,
understanding system services, and basic networking concepts are
all timeless and remain highly relevant. Mastering these
fundamentals will provide a solid foundation for your career.

Q4: How can I adapt the 2013 review questions to modern
Windows versions?

A4: Focus on the core concepts behind the questions. Instead of
memorizing specific GUI steps, concentrate on understanding the
*why* behind each task. Then, research how to achieve the same
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outcome using modern tools and techniques in Windows 10 or
Windows Server.

Q5: Is it still worth studying for outdated certification
exams like 70-688?

A5: While the certification itself is no longer valid, studying for it
can provide a strong foundation in fundamental Windows
administration skills. This knowledge is highly transferable and will
be beneficial regardless of the specific Windows version you work
with.

Q6: What other resources can supplement ExamFocus
study materials?

A6: Microsoft's official documentation, online forums (such as
TechNet and Stack Overflow), and video tutorials can provide
supplementary information and practical examples.
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Q7: How important is hands-on experience when studying
for these exams (past or present)?

A7: Hands-on experience is paramount. No amount of reading can
replace the practical knowledge gained by actually configuring and
troubleshooting Windows systems. Set up a virtual lab
environment to practice the skills you learn.

Q8: What career paths benefit from the knowledge gained
from studying for 70-688?

A8: System administrators, IT support specialists, cloud
administrators, and anyone involved in deploying, maintaining,
and troubleshooting Windows-based systems will all benefit
significantly from the fundamental knowledge learned while
preparing for exam 70-688.
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Conquering the MCSE:M CSA Windows
8 Management and Maintenance Exam
(70-688) – A 2013 Retrospective and
Guide
The Microsoft Certified Solutions Associate: Messaging
(MCSE:M|MCSE|MCSA) Windows 8 supervision and maintenance
exam, specifically 70-688, presented a substantial obstacle to
aspiring IT professionals in 2013. This article serves as a
retrospective evaluation of the exam, focusing on the utility of
ExamFocus study notes and review questions as a preparation
approach. We will explore the key ideas covered, offer practical
strategies for success, and offer insights relevant even today.

The 70-688 exam required a comprehensive grasp of various
Windows 8 functions related to network operation. Key domains
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included fixing productivity challenges, controlling drive space,
deploying updates, and protecting the system. ExamFocus study
notes, prevalent in 2013, aimed to provide a concentrated and
productive route to mastering this material.

One of the benefits of ExamFocus, and similar study guides, was
its systematic method. It divided the massive body of information
into comprehensible chunks, allowing candidates to concentrate
on specific topics and understand them before advancing. This
segmented strategy proved especially valuable for those with
restricted preparation time.

The review questions offered by ExamFocus were vital for
assessing grasp and identifying weaknesses. By replicating the
actual exam setting, these questions helped candidates build their
test-taking proficiencies and manage test tension. Regular practice
with these questions was critical to achievement.
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Beyond the specific content of the 70-688 exam, ExamFocus likely
emphasized practical abilities. Understanding the abstract aspects
of Windows 8 administration is insufficient; candidates needed to
prove the ability to implement that knowledge in practical
scenarios. This necessitates hands-on experience with Windows 8,
either through emulation or in a actual environment.

While ExamFocus study notes from 2013 are outdated due to
subsequent Windows versions and updates, the fundamental
principles of Windows network supervision remain largely relevant.
The methods for efficient study and exam preparation remain
timeless. The focus on understanding, rehearsal, and practical
skills continues to be paramount for success in any IT certification
exam.

In closing, the MCSE:M CSA Windows 8 Management and
Maintenance exam (70-688) was a demanding but rewarding
endeavor for IT specialists in 2013. ExamFocus study notes and
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review questions provided a valuable aid for preparation,
emphasizing a systematic approach and hands-on application.
Although the information may be old, the fundamental principles of
effective study and test preparation remain relevant today.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Are ExamFocus study notes still relevant for modern
Windows versions? A: No, the specific content is outdated.
However, the study techniques and emphasis on practical
application remain valuable.

2. Q: What are the best resources for preparing for similar
exams today? A: Microsoft's official documentation, online
training courses, and practice exams are excellent resources.

3. Q: How important is hands-on experience for passing
certification exams like 70-688? A: Crucial. Theoretical
knowledge alone is insufficient; practical experience is essential for
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success.

4. Q: What other skills beyond technical knowledge are
needed to pass these exams? A: Time management, problem-
solving abilities, and effective test-taking strategies are crucial.
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