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A Rubric for Writing Fractured Fairy Tales:
Reimagining Childhood Classics
Fractured fairy tales offer a delightful twist on beloved narratives, allowing writers to explore new themes,
subvert expectations, and engage readers in a fresh and exciting way. But crafting a successful fractured
fairy tale requires more than just changing the ending; it demands a careful reimagining of the source
material. This article provides a comprehensive rubric for writing fractured fairy tales, guiding you through
the process of creating captivating and original stories that resonate with both children and adults. We'll
cover key aspects like character development, plot manipulation, and thematic exploration, using this
rubric as a framework for success. Key areas we'll explore include character subversion, plot twists
and turns, thematic depth, genre blending, and target audience consideration.

Understanding the Benefits of Fractured Fairy Tales
Fractured fairy tales offer numerous benefits, both for the writer and the reader. For writers, they provide a
unique opportunity to showcase creativity and explore personal narratives through the lens of familiar
stories. This allows for experimentation with style, tone, and thematic content, pushing the boundaries of
traditional storytelling. The familiar framework of a classic fairy tale provides a foundation upon which to
build, allowing for both innovation and recognition.

For readers, fractured fairy tales offer a chance to engage with familiar narratives in a new and
unexpected way. They challenge preconceived notions, spark critical thinking, and invite readers to
question the narratives they thought they knew. This can lead to a deeper understanding of the original
stories and a broader appreciation for the power of storytelling itself. The subversion inherent in these
tales makes them incredibly engaging, particularly for young adults, fostering critical analysis and creative
thinking.

Using the Rubric: A Step-by-Step Guide
This rubric offers a framework for creating compelling fractured fairy tales. It isn't a rigid set of rules but a
guide to help you navigate the process. Let's break down each key element:

1. Character Subversion: Don't just change the name; fundamentally alter the character's motivations,
flaws, and relationships. A classic example is changing Cinderella from a passive damsel to an active
protagonist who fights for her own liberation. This rubric emphasizes a thorough reconsideration of
character archetypes.

2. Plot Twists and Turns: The heart of a fractured fairy tale lies in its unexpected turns. Consider
altering the plot's climax, changing the resolution, or introducing entirely new conflicts and challenges. A
simple plot twist might involve the wicked stepmother becoming a surprisingly sympathetic figure, while a
more radical twist might unravel the entire fairy tale logic, revealing it to be a carefully constructed lie. The
rubric stresses the importance of originality in plot construction.

3. Thematic Depth: Fractured fairy tales offer a chance to explore complex themes beyond the original
story's scope. You can use the familiar structure to address contemporary issues, such as social injustice,
environmental concerns, or personal struggles. This rubric encourages writers to think critically about the
social and psychological implications of their narrative choices.

4. Genre Blending: Don't be afraid to experiment! Combine elements from different genres—horror,
science fiction, humor—to create a truly unique narrative. A gothic fractured fairy tale might take a dark
and twisted approach to "Little Red Riding Hood", while a comedic version might focus on the absurdity of
the situation. The rubric highlights the freedom to experiment with various narrative styles.

5. Target Audience Consideration: Knowing your target audience (age group, reading level, interests)
is vital. A fractured fairy tale for young children will differ significantly from one aimed at teenagers or
adults. The rubric encourages careful consideration of the age appropriateness and thematic complexity of
the story.

The Fractured Fairy Tale Rubric: A Detailed Breakdown
To effectively utilize the principles above, consider using this rubric as a checklist:

| Criteria | Excellent (4 points) | Good (3 points) | Fair (2 points) | Poor (1 point) |

|-----------------------------|-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------|----------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------|------------------------------------------------------------------------------------|-------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------|
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| Character Subversion | Characters are significantly altered; motivations and relationships are
compelling. | Characters show some alteration; motivations and relationships are somewhat changed. |
Characters are superficially changed; motivations and relationships remain largely unchanged. |
Characters are essentially unchanged from the original. |

| Plot Twists and Turns | Plot features surprising and well-executed twists that enhance the narrative. |
Plot includes some twists, but they might be predictable or lack impact. | Plot includes minimal twists; the
narrative feels largely familiar. | Plot closely follows the original, with no significant deviations. |

| Thematic Depth | Story explores complex and relevant themes in a meaningful and insightful way. |
Story touches upon some themes, but the exploration is superficial. | Story's themes are simplistic or
underdeveloped. | Story lacks thematic depth or relevance. |

| Genre Blending (optional) | Genre blending is seamless and enhances the narrative; it's creatively
executed. | Genre blending is attempted but not fully integrated. | Genre blending is forced or
unconvincing. | No attempt at genre blending. |

| Target Audience | Writing style and content are perfectly suited to the target audience. | Writing style
and content are mostly appropriate for the target audience. | Writing style and content are somewhat
inappropriate for the target audience. | Writing style and content are completely inappropriate for the
target audience. |

Conclusion: Unleashing Your Creative Potential
Writing a successful fractured fairy tale involves more than just changing the ending. It's about
reimagining the core elements of the original story—characters, plot, and themes—in a creative and
meaningful way. This rubric provides a framework to guide you through the process, helping you craft a
compelling and original narrative that engages readers and challenges expectations. Remember, the key is
to be innovative, respectful of the source material, and mindful of your target audience. By following this
rubric, you can unlock your creative potential and share your unique vision of beloved fairy tales with the
world.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: What are some classic examples of fractured fairy tales?

A1: Many authors have successfully fractured fairy tales. Angela Carter's *The Bloody Chamber* offers
dark and feminist reinterpretations of classic tales. Roald Dahl's works often feature fractured fairy tale
elements, presenting familiar stories with unexpected twists and dark humor. Modern examples include
many young adult novels that reimagine fairy tales within contemporary settings and themes.

Q2: How can I avoid simply rewriting the original story with minor changes?

A2: The key is to identify the core elements of the original story and then deliberately subvert them. Don’t
just change names or details; change the fundamental motivations of the characters, the narrative
structure, and the overall message. Ask yourself: "What if the villain was actually right?" or "What if the
ending was completely different?" The goal is to create a genuinely new story, while still referencing the
familiar elements of the original.

Q3: What if I'm unsure which fairy tale to choose as a base for my story?

A3: Consider the themes you want to explore and choose a fairy tale that aligns well with those themes.
For instance, if you want to explore themes of social justice, "Cinderella" or "Snow White" could provide a
solid base. If you're interested in exploring themes of identity and self-discovery, "Beauty and the Beast"
or "Rapunzel" might be good choices.

Q4: How important is it to stay true to the original story's setting and time period?

A4: It's not necessary to maintain the original setting. In fact, transplanting the story into a completely
different setting can add to its originality. Consider updating the story to a contemporary context, or
placing it in a fantastical or science fiction world. The key is to ensure that the change serves the story's
purpose and enhances its overall effect.

Q5: What is the best way to ensure my fractured fairy tale is age-appropriate?

A5: Carefully consider your target audience. Young children require simpler language, less complex
themes, and gentler handling of potentially dark or unsettling elements. Older children and young adults
can handle more complex themes and a darker, more mature tone. Be mindful of the language you use
and the level of detail you include in your descriptions.

Q6: How can I get feedback on my fractured fairy tale?

A6: Share your work with beta readers—friends, family members, or fellow writers—who can provide
honest feedback on your story's strengths and weaknesses. Consider joining writing groups or online
communities where you can share your work and get constructive criticism from other writers.
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Q7: Are there any legal considerations when writing a fractured fairy tale?

A7: While many fairy tales are in the public domain, it's important to be aware of copyright laws, especially
if you're referencing a specific adaptation of a fairy tale that is still under copyright. If you're unsure, it's
always best to err on the side of caution and consult with a legal professional.

Q8: Where can I find inspiration for writing fractured fairy tales?

A8: Inspiration can come from anywhere! Re-read your favorite fairy tales, paying close attention to their
structure, characters, and themes. Explore different genres and literary styles. Look to current events,
social issues, and personal experiences for ideas that can inspire you to create your unique fractured fairy
tale.

A Rubric for Writing Fractured Fairy Tales: Reimagining the
Classics
Retelling classic fairy tales offers a unique opportunity for creative writing. However, simply modifying a
few details isn't enough to create a truly engaging fractured fairy tale. This article presents a detailed
rubric to guide writers in crafting new and effective reinterpretations of these beloved stories. We will
examine the key elements needed to make your fractured fairy tale not just distinct, but also
unforgettable.

I. Understanding the Fractured Fairy Tale Genre

Before we delve into the rubric, let's define what constitutes a fractured fairy tale. It's more than just a
simple retelling. A fractured fairy tale takes the known plot, characters, and themes of a traditional fairy
tale and subverts them in a significant way. This inversion can manifest in various forms:

Genre Bending: A classic romance might become a thriller story. A children's tale could evolve into
a dark satire.
Character Alteration: The damsel in distress becomes a powerful heroine. The evil stepmother
gains understanding. Characters' motivations are re-examined.
Moral Ambiguity: The straightforward moral lessons are questioned. Good versus evil becomes
uncertain. The consequences of actions are explored with subtlety.
Narrative Structure Manipulation: The linear order of events can be altered, creating a non-
linear story.

II. The Rubric: A Framework for Success

This rubric is divided into several areas, each addressing a vital aspect of writing a compelling fractured
fairy tale. Each section is scored on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being exceptional.

A. Plot and Structure (20%):

Originality (5 points): How creative is the twist on the original fairy tale? Does it offer a unique
perspective? (1-5 points)
Pacing and Structure (5 points): Is the pacing consistent? Is the structure logical and interesting?
(1-5 points)
Plot Twists and Surprises (5 points): Are there surprising turns in the plot that maintain reader
interest? (1-5 points)
Resolution (5 points): Is the ending satisfying? Does it conclude the central conflict in a significant
way? (1-5 points)

B. Character Development (25%):

Depth and Complexity (10 points): Are the characters well-developed? Do they grow throughout
the story? (1-5 points)
Motivation and Consistency (5 points): Are the characters' actions believable? Are their
motivations explicit? (1-5 points)
Relationship Dynamics (5 points): Are the relationships between characters believable? Do they
enhance to the overall story? (1-5 points)
Protagonist's Arc (5 points): Does the protagonist undergo a meaningful transformation? (1-5
points)

C. Theme and Setting (20%):

Thematic Exploration (10 points): Does the story explore significant themes in a provocative
way? (1-5 points)
Setting and Atmosphere (5 points): Is the setting vividly described? Does it enhance the overall
atmosphere of the story? (1-5 points)
Integration of Original Elements (5 points): How skillfully are the original fairy tale elements
integrated with the new elements? (1-5 points)

D. Writing Style and Language (20%):
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Voice and Tone (5 points): Does the story have a unique voice and tone? Is it suitable for the
genre and target audience? (1-5 points)
Word Choice (5 points): Is the language accurate? Is the vocabulary appropriate? (1-5 points)
Sentence Structure and Flow (5 points): Are the sentences grammatically correct? Does the
story read easily? (1-5 points)
Figurative Language (5 points): Is figurative language used effectively to improve the writing?
(1-5 points)

E. Originality and Creativity (15%):

Uniqueness of Approach (10 points): How original and inventive is the overall idea? (1-5 points)
Impact and Memorability (5 points): How likely is it that the story will be unforgettable? How
moving is the story? (1-5 points)

III. Practical Benefits and Implementation Strategies

This rubric provides a useful tool for both writers and educators. Writers can use it as a framework to judge
their own work and identify areas for betterment. Educators can use it as an assessment tool for students
writing fractured fairy tales. Using the rubric throughout the writing process fosters a more self-reflective
approach, resulting to more polished and productive results.

IV. Conclusion

Fractured fairy tales offer a amazing avenue for investigating both the classic and the contemporary. By
using this rubric as a guide, writers can create stories that are both innovative and engaging. The secret is
to blend appreciation for the source material with a readiness to bend the rules.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Can I use any fairy tale as a basis?

Yes, any fairy tale can act as a starting point. However, consider choosing a tale you are familiar with.

2. How much should I change the original story?

The amount of change depends on your creative vision, but a meaningful departure from the original is
essential to truly classify it as a fractured fairy tale.

3. What if my story doesn't fit neatly into all the rubric categories?

The rubric serves as a guide, not a strict set of rules. Prioritize the aspects most relevant to your story.

4. Is it okay to combine elements from multiple fairy tales?

Yes, mixing elements from multiple fairy tales can create original and compelling results. Just ensure the
blend makes sense.

5. How can I get feedback on my fractured fairy tale?

Share your work with colleagues, reviewers, or writing communities. Constructive criticism can be
invaluable.
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