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The 42nd Parallel
1919: Delving into
"The Big Money" and
its Historical Context
The year is 1919. The echoes of the Great War still
reverberate, and a new era of prosperity, tinged
with uncertainty, is dawning. Against this backdrop,
the fictional world of "The Big Money," often
associated with the 42nd parallel – a line of latitude
that slices across North America – takes shape. This
article delves into the historical context surrounding
this imagined setting, exploring its relevance to the
narrative, examining the themes of wealth, social
upheaval, and the human cost of ambition. We'll
also investigate the narrative's use of location,
geographic determinism, the Roaring Twenties,
and the post-war disillusionment that shaped its
world.
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The 42nd Parallel: A Symbolic
Line
The 42nd parallel, while not explicitly central to a
single plot point in “The Big Money,” serves as a
powerful symbolic element. It’s a geographical
marker that runs through significant parts of the
United States, including major industrial and
agricultural regions. This implicitly links the
narrative's themes of economic boom and bust,
rapid industrialization, and the social stratification
that accompanied them. The 42nd parallel becomes
a metaphorical line dividing the haves and have-
nots, mirroring the societal divides of the post-war
era. Authors often use geography to establish
setting and mood; the 42nd parallel, in this case,
subtly underscores the vastness and inequality
within the burgeoning American landscape.

The Roaring Twenties and
Post-War Disillusionment: A
Contradictory Landscape
"The Big Money," whether directly or indirectly
associated with the 42nd parallel, taps into the
contradictions of the 1920s. The decade is often
romanticized as the “Roaring Twenties,” an era of
jazz, flapper dresses, and economic prosperity.
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However, beneath the surface simmered significant
social unrest. The war's devastation had left many
disillusioned, and the rapid economic growth
created immense disparities in wealth. The narrative
likely reflects this duality, showcasing the allure and
the pitfalls of the pursuit of wealth in a society
grappling with the aftermath of war and a rapidly
changing social order. This post-war anxiety
manifests in the characters' ambitions and their
struggles to navigate a world shaped by profound
change.

Geographic Determinism and
the Shaping of Character
The concept of geographic determinism, which
suggests that the environment significantly
influences human behavior and culture, might be
subtly at play in the narrative. The 42nd parallel,
traversing diverse landscapes, might represent the
characters' diverse backgrounds and aspirations.
The vastness of the American landscape,
symbolized by this latitude line, could contribute to
the characters’ sense of ambition and their
relentless pursuit of "the big money." The influence
of the landscape on their choices and destinies
could be explored, adding layers of depth to the
story.
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Wealth, Ambition, and the
Human Cost: Exploring the
Narrative's Themes
The core theme of "The Big Money," strongly
connected to the setting’s implied vastness,
revolves around the relentless pursuit of wealth and
its consequences. The narrative likely explores the
corrupting influence of power and the human cost of
unchecked ambition. The characters' struggles,
shaped by their desire for material success, likely
highlight the moral complexities of a society
obsessed with accumulating wealth. The story
potentially uses the 42nd parallel as a backdrop to
portray the uneven distribution of prosperity and the
stark realities of poverty amid affluence. This social
commentary, subtly woven into the narrative,
makes the story more engaging and thought-
provoking.

Conclusion: A Legacy of
Ambition and Inequality
"The Big Money," whether explicitly mentioning the
42nd parallel or not, likely offers a complex and
nuanced portrayal of the 1920s. By using the 42nd
parallel as a symbolic geographical marker, the
narrative can effectively underscore the themes of
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ambition, inequality, and the human cost of
unchecked greed. It challenges the idealized image
of the Roaring Twenties, exploring the darker
aspects of a society grappling with rapid change and
profound social divisions. The story's enduring
relevance lies in its exploration of timeless themes
that continue to resonate with contemporary
audiences.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)
Q1: Is the 42nd parallel actually a significant
plot point in "The Big Money"?

A1: The 42nd parallel is not likely a central plot
device in the typical sense. However, its symbolic
importance as a geographical line traversing
significant parts of the United States allows authors
to connect the narrative with themes of
industrialization, expansion, and the vast social and
economic divides of the era. The parallel's presence
operates more on a metaphorical level,
underscoring the scale of ambition and the societal
inequalities reflected in the story.

Q2: How does the historical context of 1919
influence the narrative?

A2: The post-World War I era, marked by both
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economic boom and social unrest, provides a rich
backdrop for the narrative. The war's aftermath
created a sense of disillusionment and uncertainty,
impacting characters’ ambitions and their choices.
The rapid industrialization and economic expansion
of the time contributed to immense wealth disparity,
a key theme likely explored within the story.

Q3: What are the major themes explored in
"The Big Money"?

A3: Major themes likely include the pursuit of wealth
and its consequences, the corrupting influence of
power, the moral complexities of ambition, and the
stark realities of social and economic inequality in a
rapidly changing society. The narrative likely uses
individual characters' struggles to explore these
broader societal issues.

Q4: How does the use of geography contribute
to the story's impact?

A4: The use of geographical markers, particularly
the symbolic 42nd parallel, serves to establish
setting and mood. It also contributes to the
metaphorical representation of societal divisions
and the vastness of the American landscape, which
influences characters’ sense of ambition and the
scale of their pursuits.

Q5: What makes "The Big Money" relevant to
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contemporary audiences?

A5: The story’s exploration of timeless themes such
as ambition, greed, social inequality, and the human
cost of unchecked desire continues to resonate with
contemporary audiences. The parallels between the
social and economic upheavals of the 1920s and
contemporary issues make the narrative relevant
and thought-provoking.

Q6: What is geographic determinism, and how
might it be applied to the story?

A6: Geographic determinism is the theory that
geographical features directly influence human
behavior and culture. In this narrative, the diverse
landscapes traversed by the 42nd parallel might
symbolize the characters' diverse backgrounds and
their different paths to pursuing "the big money."
The vastness of the American landscape could
contribute to their sense of ambition and the scale
of their endeavors.

Q7: Could you provide examples of real-world
events or figures from 1919 that might inspire
elements of the narrative?

A7: The post-war economic boom, the rise of
industrial tycoons, and the increasing social
stratification of the era provide ample inspiration.
The 1919 Boston Police Strike, for example, could
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inform the narrative’s exploration of labor relations
and social unrest, reflecting the tensions and
contradictions of the time. Figures such as Henry
Ford, who epitomized industrial success and the
creation of mass wealth, could inspire characters or
plotlines.

The 42nd Parallel, 1919, and
the Big Money: Unraveling a
Historical Enigma
The year is 1919. The World War I has finished,
leaving a world scarred but also brimming with
promise. Along the 42nd parallel, a line of latitude
slicing across North America, a special occurrence
transpired – a deluge of wealth that reshaped the
landscape of American finance . This article delves
into the complexities of this era, examining the
confluence of factors that led to this remarkable
financial explosion along the 42nd parallel.

The immediate aftermath of the war generated a
rich ground for financial growth . The United States
emerged as a global monetary giant , its plants
flourishing on wartime production . This amplified
internal demand , fueling investment in diverse
industries .

The 42nd parallel, however, held particular benefits
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. Extending across several regions with different
resources , it was transformed into a route for
business. The car industry , for instance, underwent
an explosive growth , with factories situated along
the parallel gaining from better transportation
networks.

Furthermore, the farming industry also boomed
along the 42nd parallel. The rich earth provided
plentiful harvests , contributing to the overall
monetary prosperity . The mix of factory
development and rural yield along this spatial line
generated a strong cooperation.

However, the narrative is not entirely upbeat. The
financial boom was not equally allocated. Significant
inequalities continued, with some villages
witnessing dramatic growth while others were
neglected . This disparity kindled community
conflicts and underscored the need for social
change .

The legacy of this time along the 42nd parallel is
complex . It shows the powerful factors that can
influence economic expansion , but also emphasizes
the significance of dealing with imbalance.
Understanding this past time offers useful insights
into the processes of monetary expansion and the
difficulties associated with it.

In summary , the monetary surge along the 42nd



The 42nd Parallel 1919 The Big Money

The 42nd Parallel 1919 The Big Money
10

parallel in 1919 embodies a captivating episode in
American past . It shows the power for swift
financial expansion but also uncovers the problems
of ensuring fair distribution of riches. Studying this
time offers crucial knowledge for understanding and
navigating financial development in the modern
day.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What specific industries thrived along the
42nd parallel in 1919? The automotive industry,
along with agriculture and related manufacturing
and transportation sectors, experienced significant
booms.

2. Were there any negative consequences of
this economic growth? Yes, the growth was
unevenly distributed, leading to increased social and
economic inequalities.

3. How does this historical period relate to
contemporary economic issues? It highlights the
importance of sustainable and equitable economic
growth, demonstrating the long-term consequences
of uneven development.

4. What further research could be done on this
topic? Further research could focus on comparing
the growth along the 42nd parallel with other
regions, analyzing the role of specific policies, and
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investigating the long-term social impacts.
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