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A Savage War of Peace: Algeria 1954-1962 — A New York Review Books Classics
Deep Dive

The Algerian War of Independence, a brutal conflict spanning from 1954 to 1962, remains a potent symbol of colonial resistance and the devastating
consequences of imperialism. This harrowing period, meticulously documented in numerous accounts, is vividly portrayed in the New York Review Books
Classics edition of *A Savage War of Peace*. This article delves into this pivotal historical event, examining its complexities, key players, and lasting
legacy, utilizing the book as a primary lens through which to understand the Algerian Revolution and the French-Algerian War.

The Brutality and Complexity of the Algerian War

The Algerian War, often referred to as the *Guerre d'Algérie* in French, was a multifaceted conflict encompassing guerrilla warfare, widespread
atrocities, and profound social and political upheaval. The book, *A Savage War of Peace*, offers a detailed examination of this brutality, detailing the
tactics employed by both the French army and the Algerian National Liberation Front (FLN). It explores the use of torture, massacres, and the systematic
destruction of villages by French forces, alongside the FLN's own acts of violence. This nuanced approach avoids simplistic narratives of good versus
evil, instead presenting a grim reality of a war fought with immense cruelty on all sides. Understanding the French colonial rule in Algeria and its
impact is crucial to grasping the context of this violence.

### The FLN and the Fight for Independence

The FLN, a multifaceted organization composed of diverse groups, emerged as the primary force leading the Algerian struggle for independence. The book
sheds light on the internal dynamics of the FLN, highlighting the tensions between various factions and the challenges of coordinating a large-scale
guerrilla movement against a powerful colonial army. The Algerian War of Independence was not a monolithic struggle; it involved internal power struggles,
ideological disagreements, and evolving strategies. *A Savage War of Peace* illuminates these complexities, providing a deeper understanding of the FLN's
motivations and objectives.

The French Perspective and the Collapse of Colonial Power

*A Savage War of Peace* also dedicates significant space to examining the French perspective on the war. It details the French army’s strategies, the
political debates within France surrounding Algeria, and the eventual collapse of French colonial power. The book analyzes the psychological toll the war
took on French soldiers and civilians, highlighting the devastating impact of the conflict on both sides. The impact of the Algerian War on France was
profound, leaving scars on its national psyche and leading to significant political and social changes. The author skillfully weaves together narratives
from both sides, offering a balanced — though never sanitised — portrayal of the conflict.

The Literary Style and Historical Significance of "A Savage War of Peace"

The book’s strength lies in its detailed account and meticulous research, drawing on a wide range of primary sources, including official documents,
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personal testimonies, and battlefield reports. The author meticulously reconstructs the events of the war, providing a comprehensive and gripping
narrative. The writing style, while academic in its thoroughness, is remarkably engaging, making this complex historical event accessible to a broader
audience. Its historical significance lies in its contribution to a more nuanced understanding of the Algerian War, moving beyond simplistic narratives
and presenting a challenging, multifaceted account of a brutal conflict. The book challenges readers to confront the realities of colonial violence and
its lasting consequences. The history of Algeria is irrevocably shaped by this war, and the book offers a crucial resource for understanding its impact.

The Lasting Legacy and the Search for Reconciliation

The Algerian War had a profound and lasting impact on both Algeria and France. The independence of Algeria marked the end of French colonial empire in
North Africa, triggering significant political and social changes in both countries. However, the legacy of the war continues to shape relations between
the two nations. *A Savage War of Peace* underscores the importance of confronting the past, acknowledging the atrocities committed on both sides, and
fostering reconciliation. The book serves as a reminder of the immense human cost of war and the ongoing need for historical understanding and
accountability. The search for reconciliation remains a complex and ongoing process, and the book provides a vital framework for understanding this
challenging undertaking.

FAQ: A Savage War of Peace — Algeria 1954-1962

Q1l: What makes *A Savage War of Peace* a significant work of historical scholarship?

Al: Its meticulous research, drawing on a vast array of primary sources, offers a detailed and nuanced account of the Algerian War, avoiding simplistic
narratives and providing a comprehensive picture of the conflict's complexities. It challenges conventional understandings and pushes the boundaries of
historical interpretation.

Q2: How does the book depict the role of violence and torture in the Algerian War?

A2: The book provides a unflinching portrayal of the widespread violence and torture employed by both the French army and the FLN. It details specific
instances, avoiding glorification and instead highlighting the devastating human cost of the conflict.

Q3: What is the book's main argument or thesis?

A3: The book aims to present a comprehensive and balanced account of the Algerian War, acknowledging the atrocities committed by both sides and
emphasizing the multifaceted nature of the conflict. It rejects simplistic narratives and explores the complex interplay of political, social, and
military factors.

Q4: How does the book contribute to our understanding of decolonization?

A4: *A Savage War of Peace* provides a crucial case study of the decolonization process, highlighting the brutality and complexity involved in the
dismantling of colonial empires. It illustrates the challenges faced by both the colonized and the colonizer in the aftermath of colonial rule.

Q5: What are some of the book's limitations?

A5: While comprehensive, the book's focus primarily on the military and political aspects of the conflict might leave some room for further exploration of
social and cultural dimensions. The sheer scale of events also necessitates some selectivity in the material presented.

Q6: Why is this book considered a New York Review Books Classics title?
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A6: Its enduring relevance and significant contribution to historical understanding make it a worthy addition to the New York Review Books Classics
series, which features important works of literature and scholarship that remain vital to contemporary readers.

Q7: How does the book portray the experience of Algerian civilians?

A7: The book acknowledges the significant suffering of Algerian civilians caught in the crossfire of the war. It details the destruction of villages,
displacement of populations, and the widespread human rights abuses suffered by the Algerian population.

Q8: Is the book suitable for a general audience, or is it primarily for academics?

A8: While the depth of research and detail make it valuable for academic study, the engaging narrative style and clear prose make the book accessible and
compelling to a broader audience interested in history and the Algerian War.

A Savage War of Peace: Algeria 1954-1962 — A New York Review Books Classics Examination

The struggle for Algerian independence, spanning the years 1954 to 1962, remains a intricate historical event. Marked by intense violence and lasting
political alterations, this period, vividly depicted in Benjamin Stora's "A Savage War of Peace," now a New York Review Books Classics edition,
necessitates careful study. This examination will delve into the book's key themes, highlighting its significance in understanding not only the Algerian
insurrection, but also the extensive implications of rule and its brutal termination.

Stora's work isn't merely a chronological account of happenings. It is a careful investigation into the mentality of both the French colonists and the
Algerian insurgents. He skillfully links together personal narratives with quantitative evidence, producing a complete picture of the ferocity and
subtlety of the war. The book doesn't shy from portraying the barbarisms carried out by both sides, questioning simplistic accounts of just versus unjust.

One of the book's central claims is the inherent contradiction in the term "a savage war of peace." The French, attempting to retain power over Algeria,
employed military methods that were anything but serene. The planned use of torture, the creation of detention camps, and the broad demolishment of
Algerian villages all prove to the brutality of the French retaliation. Conversely, the FLN (National Liberation Front), while struggling for
independence, also participated in acts of violence, often targeting civilian populations. This inherent contradiction is a key aspect of Stora's
appraisal.

The book's influence extends beyond a mere historical account. It serves as a crucial recollection of the lasting outcomes of rule, the spiritual trauma
it deals, and the problems of reintegration in the aftermath of such brutal conflicts. Stora's meticulous research and even-handed technique make "A
Savage War of Peace" an essential reading for anyone seeking a deeper grasp of this vital era in Algerian and French history. The book's clarity and
readability make it fascinating for both intellectual readers and the general public.

In wrap-up, Benjamin Stora's "A Savage War of Peace" offers a forceful and necessary perspective on the Algerian War of Independence. By exploring the
intricacies of the battle and emphasizing the human price, Stora confronts oversimplified explanations and furnishes a more significant grasp of this
unrestful age. Its inclusion in the New York Review Books Classics series ensures its ongoing value for ages to come.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What makes Stora's account different from other books on the Algerian War? Stora's book distinguishes itself through its meticulous research,
incorporating a wide range of sources including personal testimonies, official documents, and statistical data, creating a more nuanced and comprehensive
picture than many previous accounts.

2. Is the book biased towards one side of the conflict? While acknowledging the atrocities committed by both sides, Stora strives for an even-handed
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approach, avoiding simplistic narratives of good versus evil and highlighting the complex motivations and actions of all involved.
3. What is the lasting significance of the Algerian War? The Algerian War serves as a potent example of the devastating consequences of colonialism and
the enduring challenges of post-colonial reconciliation. It also highlights the complexities of revolutionary movements and the ethical dilemmas faced by

combatants.

4. Who is the intended audience for this book? The book appeals to a broad audience, including academics, students, general readers interested in history
and political science, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the Algerian War and its global implications.
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