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Projects to Piece & Appliqué by Kim
Schaefer: A Deep Dive
The world of quilting offers endless creative possibilities,  and Kim Schaefer's
"Quilts from Textured Solids: 20 Rich Projects to Piece & Appliqué" unlocks a
treasure trove of  inspiration for  quilters  of  all  levels.  This  book doesn't  just
present  patterns;  it  explores  the  artistry  of  working  with  textured  fabrics,
showcasing  the  beauty  that  can  be  achieved  through  simple  yet  effective
techniques. We'll delve into the book's key features, explore the benefits of using
textured solids in quilting, and examine the practical application of Schaefer's
innovative approaches.  Keywords that  resonate throughout the book and this
analysis  are:  textured fabrics quilting,  applique techniques,  solid fabric
quilting, modern quilting patterns, and quilt making techniques.

Exploring  the  Richness  of  Textured  Solids  in
Quilting
Schaefer's  book  celebrates  the  often-overlooked  potential  of  textured  solid
fabrics.  Unlike their plain counterparts,  these materials add depth and visual
interest without relying on intricate patterns or busy prints. The subtle variations
in texture – from the slub in linen to the subtle sheen of a silk blend – become the
focal point, creating quilts that are both modern and timeless. This is a key aspect
driving  the  popularity  of  modern  quilting  patterns,  which  often  embrace
simplicity and clean lines. The book’s strength lies in demonstrating how these
subtle textural differences can be highlighted and enhanced through strategic
piecing and appliqué.

### Understanding the Techniques

"Quilts  from  Textured  Solids"  isn't  simply  a  collection  of  patterns;  it's  a
masterclass in utilizing textured fabrics effectively. Schaefer expertly guides the
reader through various quilting techniques, including:
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Precise Piecing: The book emphasizes the importance of accurate cutting
and sewing to maximize the impact of the textural contrasts. Even minor
imperfections  can  be  amplified  when using  textured  fabrics,  so  careful
attention to detail is crucial.
Creative Appliqué: Appliqué, a technique of attaching fabric shapes to a
background,  takes  center  stage.  Schaefer  provides  a  range of  appliqué
methods, showing how to adapt them to complement the unique properties
of textured fabrics. This section is especially helpful for those exploring
applique techniques.
Color Play:  The book doesn't  shy away from bold color choices.  While
showcasing  the  beauty  of  solid  fabric  quilting,  it  encourages
experimentation with color  palettes,  demonstrating how tonal  variations
and unexpected juxtapositions can elevate the final product.

The 20 Projects: A Diverse Portfolio
The heart of the book lies in its twenty diverse projects. Each project provides
detailed instructions, clear diagrams, and inspiring photographs, making them
accessible  to  quilters  of  varying skill  levels.  The projects  range from simple
placemats to elaborate wall hangings, allowing readers to build their confidence
and skills gradually. The book skillfully balances the straightforward with the
more challenging, offering something for everyone interested in quilt making
techniques.

Benefits of Working with Textured Solids
The use of textured solids in quilting offers several compelling advantages:

Visual  Interest:  The  inherent  texture  adds  visual  depth  and  intrigue,
resulting in quilts that are more captivating than those made with plain
fabrics.
Simplicity and Elegance:  Textured solids allow for minimalist designs,
emphasizing clean lines and letting the fabric's texture do the talking.
Versatility: The projects in the book demonstrate the versatility of textured
solids, suitable for both modern and traditional styles.
Enhanced Tactile Experience: The tactile quality of textured fabrics adds
another layer of enjoyment, transforming the quilt from a visual piece into a
sensory experience.

Conclusion: A Timeless Resource for Quilters
"Quilts  from Textured Solids:  20 Rich Projects  to  Piece & Appliqué"  by Kim
Schaefer is more than just a pattern book; it's a valuable resource for quilters
seeking to expand their creative horizons. By focusing on the expressive potential
of  textured  fabrics  and  providing  clear,  accessible  instructions,  Schaefer
empowers readers to create stunning quilts that are both beautiful and deeply
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personal.  The  book’s  emphasis  on  precise  piecing,  creative  appliqué,  and
thoughtful color choices encourages a mindful approach to quilting, leading to
pieces that are not only visually striking but also deeply satisfying to create. The
emphasis  on textured fabrics quilting  within a modern quilting patterns
context firmly positions this book as a contemporary classic for quilters of all skill
levels.

FAQ
Q1: What types of textured fabrics are best suited for the projects in the
book?

A1: The book showcases a variety of fabrics including linen, cotton blends with
interesting weaves, silk, and even some heavier-weight options. The key is to
choose fabrics with a texture that complements the project's design and your
personal preference. The book provides guidance on fabric selection for each
project, taking into account factors such as drape and ease of working.

Q2: Is this book suitable for beginners?

A2: While some projects are more complex than others, the book caters to a range
of skill levels. The clear instructions and detailed diagrams make it accessible to
beginners,  while more experienced quilters will  appreciate the opportunity to
explore advanced techniques. Many of the basic techniques covered, including
accurate piecing, are suitable for learning.

Q3: What kind of appliqué techniques are covered in the book?

A3: The book explores various appliqué methods, including needle-turn appliqué,
raw-edge appliqué, and fusible appliqué. Schaefer demonstrates how to adapt
each technique to the specific characteristics of textured fabrics, providing tips
and tricks for achieving clean, professional-looking results.

Q4: Are the patterns provided in full-size?

A4:  The book provides clear,  accurate patterns and instructions to  allow for
accurate  cutting  and  piecing,  ensuring  that  the  final  project  matches  the
designer's intention.

Q5: How many color palettes are explored in the book?

A5:  The  book  doesn't  limit  itself  to  a  few  select  color  palettes.  Instead,  it
emphasizes the importance of color choices in complementing texture. It explores
a variety of color schemes, encouraging readers to experiment and discover their
own preferences and to use color to enhance the interplay of textures.

Q6: What makes this book stand out from other quilting books?
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A6: The focus on textured solids sets this book apart. Many quilting books feature
prints or patterned fabrics, but this book champions the beauty and versatility of
textured solids, highlighting their unique characteristics and the range of design
possibilities  they  unlock.  The  clear  instructions,  diverse  project  range  and
beautiful photography all contribute to a rich learning experience.

Q7: Where can I purchase "Quilts from Textured Solids"?

A7: The book is likely available at major online retailers such as Amazon, and also
possibly through specialized quilting supply stores both online and in-person. You
may also want to check the author’s website for direct purchase links.

Q8: Are there any specific tools or equipment recommended in the book?

A8: While the book does not require specialized tools, it highlights the importance
of using sharp rotary cutters and needles for accurate cutting and sewing. The
use of a high-quality iron is also emphasized for achieving crisp, professional
results, particularly in applique work.

Unlocking the Rich Potential of Textured Solids:
Exploring Kim Schaefer's "Quilts from Textured
Solids: 20 Rich Projects to Piece & Appliqué"
Kim  Schaefer's  "Quilts  from  Textured  Solids:  20  Rich  Projects  to  Piece  &
Appliqué" offers more than just patterns . It's a masterclass into the unexpected
power of textured solid fabrics in quilt making. This book goes beyond providing
twenty quilt  patterns;  it  offers  a  thorough education in  exploiting the subtle
variations  of  these  often-overlooked  fabrics  to  create  quilts  of  exceptional
richness.

The introduction itself paves the way for a journey of discovery. Schaefer skillfully
illustrates how seemingly simple solid fabrics, when chosen for their individual
textures – from linen's fine slub to corduroy's bold ribs – can alter a quilt from
ordinary to remarkable. This isn't about vibrant colors or complex patterns; it's
about learning the craft of using texture to create optical interest.

The book's twenty projects vary from simple placemats to more ambitious grand
pieces. Each project boasts clear instructions, enhanced by stunning photographs
that highlight the allure of the finished quilts. Schaefer's clear writing style makes
the instructions accessible, even for novice quilters. The designs suit to a wide
range of skill levels, allowing both veteran quilters to hone their techniques and
new quilters to build their confidence.

One of  the book's  strengths rests in its  focus on patchworking and appliqué
techniques.  Schaefer  masterfully  demonstrates  how  these  two  fundamental
quilting methods can be used in conjunction to enhance the tactile qualities of the
fabrics. She doesn't merely give instructions; she explains the rationale behind
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her choices, revealing her design process and offering valuable insights into how
to choose fabrics, design layouts, and obtain specific optical effects.

The  book  also  serves  as  a  complete  guide  to  working  with  textured  solids.
Schaefer tackles common challenges, such as joining seams and managing fabric
behavior. This practical guidance is crucial for quilters of all skill levels, assisting
them to overcome potential hurdles and obtain superior results. Furthermore, the
text's emphasis on planning and design encourages a more considered method to
quilt making, resulting in more satisfying outcomes.

In essence, "Quilts from Textured Solids: 20 Rich Projects to Piece & Appliqué" is
beyond a collection of patterns. It's a exploration into the world of tactile quilting,
a  handbook to  unlocking  the  capability  of  solid  fabrics,  and a  wellspring  of
motivation for quilters of all skill levels. The book's legacy should be felt for years
to come, inspiring countless quilters to try with textured solids and create quilts
of exceptional craftsmanship.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Is this book suitable for beginners? Yes, although some projects are more
complex  than  others,  the  book's  clear  instructions  and  progressive  design
approach  make  it  accessible  to  beginners  while  still  offering  challenges  for
experienced quilters.

2. What types of textured solid fabrics are featured in the book? The book
showcases a wide range, including linen,  corduroy,  cotton canvas,  and more,
highlighting the unique qualities of each.

3. Does the book provide templates or patterns? Yes, each project includes
detailed patterns and instructions for cutting and piecing.

4. What is the overall style of the quilts in the book? The quilts in the book
feature  a  range  of  styles,  from  modern  and  minimalist  to  more  traditional,
showcasing the versatility of textured solids.

5. Are the instructions easy to follow? Schaefer's clear and concise writing
style,  along  with  the  accompanying  photographs,  makes  the  instructions
straightforward  and  easy  to  follow,  even  for  beginners.
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